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T H E. A I M
This paper will not be the champion
of any “ism.”
All rebel women are invited to con
tribute to its columns.
The majority of papers usually ad
just themselves to the ideas of their
readers but the WOMAN REBEL will
obstinately refuse to be adjusted.
The aim of this paper will be to stim
ulate working women to think for them
selves and to build up a conscious
fighting character.
An early feature will be a series of
articles written by the editor for girls
from fourteen to eighteen years of age.
In this present chaos of sex atmosphere
it is difficult for the girl of this uncer
tain age to know just what to do or
really what constitutes clean living
without prudishness. All this slushy
talk about white slavery, the man paint
ed and described as a hideous vulture
pouncing down upon the young, pure
and innocent girl, drugging her through
the medium of grape juice and lemon
ade and then dragging her off to his
foul den for other men equally as vi
eious to feed and fatten on her enforced
slavery — surely this picture is enough
to sicken and disgust every thinking
woman and man, who has lived even a
few years past the adoloscent age.
Could any more repulsive and foul con
ception of sex be given to adolescent
girls as a preparation for life than this
picture that is being perpetuated by
the stupidly ignorant in the name of
“sex cducation”?
If it were possible to get the truth
from girls who work in prostitution
to-day, I believe most of them would
tell you that the first sex experience

was with a sweetheart or through the
desire for a sweetheart or something
impelling within themeselves, the nature
of which they knew not, neither could
they control. Society does not forgive
this act when it is based upon the
natural impulses and feelings of a
young girl. It prefers the other story
of the grape juice procurer which
makes it easy to shift the blame from
its own shoulders, to cast the stone and
to evade the unpleasant facts that it
alone is responsible for. It sheds sym
pathetic tears over white slavery, holds
the often mythical procurer up as a
target, while in reality it is supported
by the misery it engenders.
If, as reported, there are approxi
mately 35,000 women working as pros
titutes in New York City alone, is it
not sane to conclude that some force,
some living, powerful, social force is at
play to compel these women to work at
a trade which involves police persecu
tion, social ostracism and the constant
danger of exposure to venereal dis
eases. From my own knowledge of
adolescent girls and from sincere ex
pressions of women working as prosti
tutes inspired by mutual understanding
and confidence I claim that the first
sexual act of these so-called wayward
girls is partly given, partly desired yet
reluctantly so because of the fear of the
consequences together with the dread
of lost respect of the man. These fears
interfere with mutuality of expression
—the man becomes conscious of the
responsibility of the act and often re
fuses to see her again, sometimes leav
ing the town and usually denouncing
her as having been with “other fel

lows.” His sole aim is to throw of
responsibility. The same uncertainty
in these emotions is experienced by
girls in marriage in as great a propor
tion as in the unmarried. After the
first experience the life of a girl varies.
All these girls do not necessarily go
into prostitution. They have had an
experience which has not “ruined"
them, but rather given them a larger
vision of life, stronger feelings and a
broader understanding of human na
ture. The adolescent girl does not un
derstand herself. She is full of con
tradictions, whims, emotions. For her
emotional nature longs for caresses, to
touch, to kiss. She is often as well

satisfied to hold hands or to go arm in
arm with a girl as in the companion
ship of a boy.
It is these and kindred facts upon
which the WOMAN REBEL will dwell
from time to time and from which it is
hoped the young girl will derive some
knowledge of her nature, and conduct
her life upon such knowledge.
It will also be the aim of the WOMAN
REBEL to advocate the prevention of
eoneeption and to impart such know
ledge in the columns of this paper.
Other subjects, including the slavery
through motherhood; through things,
the home, public opinion and so forth,
will be dealt with.
It is also the aim of this paper to
eireulate among those women who work
in prostitution; to voice their wrongs;
to expose the police persecution which
hovers over them and to give free ex
pression to their thoughts, hopes and
opinions.
And at all times the WOMAN REBEL
will strenuously advocate economie
emancipation.--
THE NEW FEMINISTS--
That apologetic tone of the new
American feminists which plainly says
“Really, Madam Public Opinion, we
are a

ll quite harmless and perfectly
respectable” was the keynote o

f the
first and second mass meetings held a

t

Cooper Union o
n

the 17th and 20th

o
f February last.

The ideas advanced were very old
and time-worn even to the ordinary
church-going woman who reads the
magazines and comes in contact with
current thought. The “right to work,”
the “right to ignore fashions,” the
“right to keep her own name,” the
“right to organize,” the “right of the
mother to work”; all these so-called
rights fail to arouse enthusiasm be
cause to-day they are a

ll

recognized by
society and there exist neither laws
nor strong opposition to any o

f

them.

It is evident they represent a middle
class woman's movement; an echo, but

a very weak echo, o
f

the English con
stitutional suffragists. Consideration

o
f

the working woman's freedom was
ignored. The problems which affect the
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working girl who slaves in the home
or the nurse girl who spends her days

and nights in the care of the babies of
the feminists, were not dwelt upon.

The freedom which the new feminists
expound can only be obtained through

a greater enslavement of the already

enslaved workingwoman, and “where
slavery is there liberty cannot be.” In
stead of launching a movement for wo
man's freedom the impression gained

was that they aimed to combat the

contentions of the conventional anti
suffragists.

To those who have been on the firing

line for woman's freedom for the past

several years, the new movement
is

sadly lacking in vitality, force,
and

conviction.

Any movement with fear lurking

in the background, fear of the press, of
public opinion, of our neighbors, or of
the enemy, ean not have that spirit

which fearlessness of opposition brings.

it is not for rights women should ask,

all rights are here—rather is it for you
to inculcate into her the desire to get

these rights.

Feminists— Come out from under

the cover of morbid respectability and

let's get a look at you!

W H Y W A IT 7
MARION

=
Workers of The World ! Pause a

moment in your self-imposed slavery

and listen—can't you hear it? The rum

bling and muttering of an approaching

storm the vastness and magnitude of

which you cannot guage nor even com

prehend?

What is it? Why all this unrest and
feverishness all around me?

What means this listening, expectant

attitude? It is the mutterings and
cursing of the thousands, yea millions

of oppressed.
Hungry and destitute, driven farther

and farther away from the bare neces

sities of life they are listening, waiting,

-a striving, toiling mass of humanity
—for what?

They know not. Uncertain, afraid,

still with nerves tense, and hearts and

minds smoldering. Waiting ! For the
match to set fire to the World of human

gunpowder!

All over the world goes the cry for
One Big Union but to what purpose?

HOWARD

The half starved Slave looks into the

future and sees nothing more than he

has already had—Waiting!

What for? Why not the One Big

Strike? To what purpose is One Big

Union unless it can bring definite re
sults? Now not tomorrow.

Tomorrow the Capitalist shuts down

his iron hand tighter, squeezing more

vitality out, a little more of our life's

blood to weaken and defeat us. Every

hour of delay means Danger! The

world is full of the good things of life,

thousands of acres of fertile lands are

lying idlel Take them as you mayl

The Capitalist does it—why not the
worker, the producer, the men who

give all the luxuries of life to the few.

Eight Hours a day—a dollar an hour

—the One Big Strike—anything—any

way—to get it!
Delay may mean disruption and de
feat. Strike now while the iron is hot!

Yours for the Universal Eight Hour
strike!

TO BE A. WONMAN REBEL
ELIZABETH ITILEEN

The woman rebel's minor actions in

life, her social and marital arrange

ments are free, flexible and original;

the things that are unchangeable, are

her principles, her ideals. With the

bondswoman the reverse is the ease;

her ideals and principles change eon
stantly, her thoughts and her dress

rarely. The woman rebel has strong

and rooted conceptions, but as for her

dinner she has it sometimes in bed, or

on the roof or in a boat. She argues

from the same fundamental prineiples,

but she does it anywhere; in bed or in

a bath or in a balloon. The present-day

prevalence of good habits involves a

too great emphasis on those virtues

which only Custom can ensure and too

little emphasis on those virtues which
Custom can never ensure—sudden and

splendid virtues of inspiration; of no
ble achievement; of lofty ambition. A
working woman can get used to getting

up at five o'clock, but how many ean

get used to being imprisoned for their
eonvictions or shot at for their ideals?

IIow many could be a Voltairine de

Clayre, a Louise Michel, an Emma Gold

man or an Elizabeth Flynn?

Let us a
ll

in life pay a little more

attention to the possibilities o
f

the

heroic and the unexpected. It is only

the rebel woman, when she gets out o
f

the habits imposed o
n

her b
y

bourgeois

convention, who can d
o

some deed o
f

terrible virtue.

Yet there is one emphatic caution to

b
e given to the woman who would

defy the conventions. If the working
woman does this, let her do it without

a rag o
f excuse, without reason o
r jus

tification to anyone. Let her b
e her

self and live for her ideal and her con

victions not for the approval o
r the ap

plause o
f fashionable feminism. If she

does it
,

however, for some secondary

reason, from vanity o
r worldly ambi

tion, she may become a beggar in more

senses than one.

RULERS, JUDGES,
SOLDIERS AND
HANGMEN

DOROT: Y ºy

It is a bad business to mark a woman,

a man, a nation or a race out for the
vengeance o
f

Man. But it is a thing
to which the specialized man o
r the pro
fessional man can grow accustomed.

The curse o
f our industrial epoch is

the tendency and trend toward special

ism and professionalism. We have

trained soldiers because they fight bet
ter; trained rulers because they rule

better; trained judges because they
judge better; trained executioners be
cause they kill better.

The terrible thing about these officials

and specialists, even the best, a
ll rulers,

judges, soldiers and executioners, is
not that they are wicked o

r cruel–
some o

f

them are good and kind-hearted

—not that they are stupid—several o
f

them are quite intelligent, even some

soldiers. It is simply that they have
got used to it

.

Strictly, the ruler does not see the
individual, the unit. The judge does

not see the prisoner in the dock. The

soldier does not see his brother. The
hangman does not see the condemned.

All they see is the usual man or woman

in the usual place.

They do not see the horrible nature

o
f

their work. They only see the work
shop.

The advent of the woman rebel in
volves the fact that into the judgments,

the measurements and the institutions

o
f

Man there shall upon each and every

occasion be introduced a new outlook

—the soul and spirit o
f Humanity.
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T HOUGHTS
LOVE AND MARRIAGE

EMMA GOLDMANE
The defenders of authority dread the advent of a free motherhood lest it

rob thein of their prey. Who would fight wars? Who would create wealth?
Who would make the policeman, the jailer, if woman were to refuse the indis.
criminate breeding of children? The race, the race I shouts the king, the
President, the capitalist, the priest. The race must be preserved, though

woman be degraded to a mere machine,—and the marriage institution is our
only safety valve against the pernicious sex-awakening of woman. But in
vain these frantic efforts to maintain astate of bondage. In vain, too, the
edicts of the Church, the mad attacks of rulers, in vain even the arm of the law.
Woman no longer wants to be a party to the production of a race of sickly,
feeble, decrepit, wretched human beings, who would have neither the strength

nor moral courage to throw o
ff

the yoke o
f poverty and slavery. Instead she

desires fewer and better children, begotten and reared in love and through

free choice; not b
y

compulsion, a
s marriage imposes. Our pseudo-moralists

have yet to learn the deep sense o
f responsibilty toward the child, that love

in freedom has awakened in the breast o
f

woman. Rather she forego forever
the glory o

f

motherhood than bring forth life in an atmosphere that breathes
only destruction and death. And if she does become a mother, it is to give to

the child the deepest and best her being can yield. To grow with the child is

her motto; she knows but in that manner alone can she help build true man
hood and womanhood.

FILMINISM
TERESA BILLINGTON GREIG

Such a movement a feminism, mo
mentous and vital, will ever have to

meet the onslaught o
f persistent and

unnumbered forces.

The army o
f

invested interests will

b
e

massed in opposition and with them
the established authorities, the conven
tions o

f

social life and the prejudices

and misconceptions o
f

the ignorant.

A movement seeking to remodel so
cial life, to create another industrial
revolution, to purge sex relations o

f

barter and property, to set up a new
type o

f

home and family relation, must
necessarily shake all established things,
creating conscious disturbance and dis

tress, where now habit blinds us to the
existence o

f danger and evil. . . . . It
must be prepared to meet opposition,

from every quarters fierce outcry, bit
ter antagonism, and the ridicule and
slander of fanaticism.

DIRECT ACTION
VOLTAIRINE DE CLEYRE

Now everybody knows that a strike

o
f any size means violence. No matter

what anyone's ethical preference for
peace may be, h

e

knows it will not be
peaceful.

If its a telegraph strike it means cut
ting wires and poles and getting fake
scabs in to spoil the instruments. If it

is a steel rolling mill strike it means
beating up the scabs, breaking the win
dows, setting the guages wrong and
ruining the expensive rollers together
with tons and tons o

f

material. If its

a miners' strike, it means destroying
tracks, bridges and blowing up mills.

If it is a garment workers’ strike it

means having an unaccountable fire,
getting a volley o

f

stones through an
apparently inacessable window, o

r pos
sibly a brickbat on the manufacturer's
own head. If it is a street car strike it

means tracks torn up barricaded with
the contents o

f

ash carts and slop carts
with overturned wagons o

r

stolen
fences; it means smashed or incinerated
ears and turned switches. If it is a sys
tem federation strike it means “dead”
engines, wild engines, derailed freights
and stalled trains. If it is the building
trades strike, it means dynamited struc
tures. And always everywhere, all
the time fights between strike-breakers

and scabs against strikers and strike
sympathizers, between People and Po
lice.

Extract from
Olive Schreiner's
“Woman and Labor.”

The merely brilliantly attired and
unintelligent woman probably never
awakened the same intensity o

f pro
found sex emotion, even among the men

o
f

her own type, which followed a

George Sand, who attracted to herself
with deathless force some of the most

noted men o
f

her generation, even when,

nearing middle age, and attired in

rusty and inartistic black, she was to

b
e

found rolling her cigarrettes in a
dingy office, scorning all the external
adornments with which feebler females

seek to supply a hidden deficiency.

ON PICKET DUTY
Attention

1,606,288 Domestics
10,941 Cap makers
122,405 Women's clothing workers
186,570 Sales women
150,548 Stenographers
419,634 Washwomen
22,735,041 Miscellaneous

want to change places with Rheta
Childe Dorr, who wants the “right to

work.”

© o O O ©

Who was that dainty feminist who
informed the public that a

s

soon a
s

women got the vote, they would make
the laws for working women and chil

dren?—How hopeful! Not that chil
dren should be taken from the factories

and put into schools and playgrounds !

That would b
e getting off their little

crooked backs. But ever willing to

color it a little and to trim it a bit they
will accomplish all that was ever in
tended to do with their vote.

© e º O ©

The Rebel Women claim:

The Right to be lazy.

The Right to be an unmarried mother.
The Right to destroy.

The Right to create.
The Right to love.
The Right to live.

Henrietta Rodman, well known in

radical circles, came into prominence

among them, because o
f

her brave de
fense o

f

the relations o
f George Eliot

and Henry Lewes.

Henrietta, as one o
f

the speakers a
t

the first meeting held at Cooper Union,

N
.

Y
. C., went out o
f

her way to let us

know that she did not stand for free

love—she left that to the Anarchists.

Now what was the trouble, Henrietta?

Surely n
o

one ever doubted your vir
tue!



4. T H E W O M A N RE BE L

MOTHERS' PENS IONS : THE LATEST
CAPITALIST TRAP

BENITA LOCKE

We often hear it stated that the poor
are losing all love for their children
and that many of their offspring are
allowed to die simply because parents
regard them as a hindrance.

Underlying this attitude of the poor
is the knowledge that their children are

born into a world in which the parents

have found nothing but wretchedness;

that in this world, these children are

condemned to hunger, misery, disease,

work and a soul-destroying penury.
The plain truth is that among the chil
dren of the poor, the birth of a child is
a misfortune, while its death is a
blessing, not even in disguise. Parents
often deliberately remove their children
from the world rather than that their

little ones should be condemned to the
veritable hell on earth which they feel
they would be obliged to endure, if
allowed to live.

The yearly sacrifice of children con
stitutes the most terrible indictment

that could be launched against bour
geois civilization. And for this appalling
evil, it is now proposed to adopt a pal
liative in the way of a State dole by a
scheme of maternity pensions.
Some well-meaning people, who exert

all their energy on tinkering reforms,

attach great faith to this particular
measure, in that, they assert, many of
the evils which oppress women workers

will be done away with and that chil
dren will be given a “chance” to live.
A single reinedy, easily explained and
picturesquely defended, often makes a
convincing appeal. The effect of social
reforms, however, is often the reverse

of that intended by their sponsors.
Amid the confusion of schemes and
suggestions for alleviating the suffer
ings of the workers, let us bear in mind
the fundamental fact that a certain
margin of unemployment is a counter
part of, and a necessity to, capitalist
production; and further, that this mar
gin rarely falls below 4 per cent of the
population and sometimes reaches as
high as 10 per cent. We can then real
ize better how it is that a palliative
measure such as the one under discus
sion, by an infallible economic process,
brings into effect a tendency to depress

wages. As the revenue derived by the
State from the people in the way of
taxation is supplied by the workers
quite as much as by the well-to-do
classes, social reforms, emanating from
the bourgeoisie, thus have a way of
shifting the burden on to the worker
still more, relieving the capitalist, and
defeating the economic end held in view
by the reformers.

Figures showing the extent of infan
tile mortality ten years ago in the
various Christian countries of the world
set forth an array of facts which form

an unanswerable impeachment of our
industrial wage system. It is true,
however, that some countries, such as
Italy, Germany, more recently, England,
which have introduced a system of com
pensation for mothers, have reduced
their infantile death rate to a certain
extent. But the reduction is not strik
ing.

For the year 1905, the following fig
ures show the extent of infantile mor
tality in Europe:
Russia ......... ... .26.8%
Austria . . . . . . . . . . . .22.3 “
Hungary ..........21.5 “
Prussia ............ 19.6*
Spain .......... ... 17.8“
Italy..... - - - - - - . . . . 16.8“
Belgium ........... 15.3“
France ............ 14.9“
England ........... 14.7“
Holland ............ 14.4 **

Deaths mostly occurred as the result

of neglect, poverty, drink, over-fatigue
of mothers when pregnant, coupled
with underfeeding as a result of low
economic conditions.

In 1912 Italy passed a law that all
women in industries, between 15 and 50
years of age, belong now to an obliga
tory maternity insurance fund. The
employer pays the dues of 20 to 40

cents a year and is allowed to deduct
half the amount from the wages. It
does not make any difference whether

the woman is legally married or not.

Italian law requires further that a fac
tory with more than fifty women work
ers must provide a decent room in
which mothers can attend to their

babies and nurse them. Frequently

large factories have a kind of day
nursery with a trained nurse in charge.

Infantile mortality has been reduced as
a result.

Under Lloyd George's famous “work
ing man's” budget, surrenderd by a
scared capitalist class in England, and
now the law of the land, a maternity

benefit of 30s. or $7.50 cash down is
paid to a mother. Every worker how
ever, female or male, is forced to con
tribute out of wages received to the
State Insurance Funds. This method
of distribution is perhaps preferable to
a system of pensions for six or eight
weeks, as it dispenses with much official
ism.

Another plan which eommends itself
to many reformers in this State is to
grant a sum of money per week to the

mother, ample to cover the proper

maintenance and feeding of an ordi
nary “working class” maternity case,
the pension or grant to be accompan

ied by free nursing and supervision.

Thus the district nurse would pay a
preliminary visit to the applicant's

home, arrange with her as to the best
place in the house for the lying-in, and
give good advice as to care and diet.

If the husband should attempt to drink
the money away, the visiting nurse
will see how the land lies, and, acting

on her report, the local authority would

schedule the case, and pay the pension

in kind through the nurse.
Objectors to any scheme for endow
ing motherhood have raised the cry of
parental responsibility. That cry can
no longer be said to have any meaning

for the worker. Home life, in its old
sense, when the worker had more lei
sure than now, no longer exists. Its
sacredness has gone and parental re
sponsibility is a thing of the past. Such
“homes” as the majority of workers
possess are too blighted by poverty to
be worth naming.

Undoubtedly money spent on a child
at the commencement of life is money

well spent. But the amount, strictly
limited by the exploitation necessities

of capitalist production, is bound to be

insufficient except to give the pauper

child a chance to exist, and, when it
has grown up and been fashioned by

state education after the same pattern

as its fellows, to be caught up by the
whirl of machinery and work, or bound
down to factory life, separated from
the glorious bounty of Nature with all
her fields and flowers, her woods, hills
and streams, by the iron fetters of the
wage system.

There is little doubt but that, if the
pension scheme be adopted, it will re
strict the freedom of the mother. It
will also prohibit her from working
outside the home, with the result that,

as the benefits will not provide com
plete support, the sweated industries
will be subsidized. The measure, which
ever one of the number be eventually
adopted, promises, like most bourgeois
reforms, to deal superficialily with a
social evil.

Prohibition of work for wages and
enforced homekeeping are tyrannous

exactions to place on the worker, and

are some of the signs of that new slav
ery which an institutional state is en
deavoring to impose. And there exists
another reason for these laws. Moth

ers pensions will create a capitalised in
terest in one kind of legislation. Let
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that interest find and join hands with
Public sentiment—, and then will rally

a
ll

the seekers o
f special privilege. The

tide o
f pensions will grow.

Meanwhile the State, the capitalist
State, the fountain head and protector

o
f monopoly and privilege, while at

tempting to protect humanity physi
cally, will at the same time maintain
those conditions which cause and bring
into being the evils it seeks to remedy.
The need o

f

the woman worker is not
for state relief or for state maintenance,
but for restitution o

f
those rights

which, in common with the male work.

e
r,

have been wrested from her b
y

class
laws and b

y

a
n

economic system o
f pro

duction for profit.

THE UNEMPLOYED
IN NEW YORR

Catherine Holt.-
The unemployed were quiet until
agitators called their attention to the

cause o
f

the conditions which robbed

them o
f
a livelihood. Then the scene

changes and plans are well laid b
y

the
police to crush their organization.

All the churches which had been vis
ited by Frank Tannenbaum and the un
employed prior to the arrests on the
evening o

f

March 4th, showed their
recognition o

f society's duty to starv
ing men b

y

feeding and sheltering

them. The churches which opened their
doors to the unemployed were Protest
ant churches, and it was not until a

Roman Catholic church was visited that

a cold refusal to “feed the hungry and
shelter the homeless” was given. The
police were called in, 191 men includ
ing Tannenbaum, and one woman were

arrested. Tannenbaum is charged with

a felony and others with disorderly
conduct!

It has been said that there is no law
for starving men. This is an error.
There is the law o

f self-preservation,
stronger than all man-made laws and
which all enactments and legislative
decrees cannot destroy. Begging, steal
ing, violence and every other action on

the part o
f starving men, are justifiable

though they may not always b
e expedi

ent. Logic and right were on the side

o
f

the out-of-works in the adoption o
f

the very peaceable methods which have
now landed them in jail. Not a stone,

but repression, violence and rigorous
imprisonment is present-day society's

recognition o
f

their destitution. These
comrades of ours are the victims of a

eruel, selfish and iniquitous system o
f

society under which, in the midst o
f

plenty, with factories glutted with
commodities, is now to b
e

found that
necessary accompaniment to capitalist

production—unemployment.

There ean be no solution to the
“problem” o

f unemployment until this

M Y S O N G
(A PROSE POEM)

J. EDWARD MORGAN

I dwelt apart in a world of song, but did not sing.
Biding my time, I listened to al

l

songs that I might sing when my soul should
find its song.

Into my heart fell the songs o
f

the singers, while I paused, biding my hour,
drinking of all to find the key-note o

f all the singing

That I might answer that note, answer al
l

with my song.

The song o
f

the sower I heard, and of the reaper; the mourner and the re
joicer. The song o

f youth and o
f age; of Birth and Deeay. The song of Hope

o
n

the slow feet o
f

Truth and the song o
f Pomp o
n

the lips o
f

Power. The
song o

f Despair within the heart o
f

Toiland the song o
f

Death in the soul o
f

Ease. The beggar's song and the king's I heard; the songs of Lasarus and the
Dives. The Victor's song, exultant, mad, and the dim, void song o

f

the
Despoiled. The Hunters and the Hunt-ed and the Lost to Hope. The songs o

f

life on the lips o
f

Death and the silent song in the heart o
f

Peace. And a
ll

the
songs o

f

all the singers I heard, but did not sing.
Biding my time, I listened. For the meaning of al

l I listened, wistful,
waiting to sing my song. Seeking my song amid the singers, a note-the
essence o

f

a
ll songs, the measure o
f all, inlusive, clean, pure, answering all,

unanswerable, the song o
f songs.

Aloof, wistful, I drank of all that did abound, then looked within to see

if a song was in my soul. A song was there—a new song, unsung, born of all
that was and is

,

o
f

all the songs o
f

all the singers.

Hearing all, I sang my song. Clear above all song I sang, and the stars
heard, and the earth, startling to its centre, danced and chortled to the sea.

Quick to the heart of Hope and elear in the pulse o
f

Power vibrant rang my
song. One note clear, pure, lucid, telling all, answering all, unanswerable,

the Song o
f Songs—My Song—the Song o
f

the BOMB.

MARYTwoOLSTONECRAFT

A GREAT REBEL

A woman and a thinker, Mary Wool
stonecraft was the most rebellious of
all rebels. Born in the middle of the
18th century, throughout her short life
she was overtaken by the punishment

which pursues all those who snap their
fingers a

t

Custom and conventional
Morality. Yet she stood her ground
bravely in the mud and the mire and

was promptly pelted by every dull
minded woman who passed her way.

Like all women o
f

that century who

committed the crime o
f thinking for

themselves, she experienced the wild
joys of the pioneer and the bitter pains
of the outcast.
Mary Woolstonecraft was as unlike
the women o

f

her day and o
f

our day

a
s Justice is unlike capitalism. She

said that womanhood had got on
radically wrong lines, and that she had
come to set “the crooked straight.”

This pioneer of the 18th century is still
clearing a way in the 20th. She de
manded “a new woman” and struck
out on that new path, which despite all

profit-making system is destroyed and
replaced by a system o

f production for
use. And until this transformation
takes place the unemployed will con
tinue to invade not only churches but
also the mansions o

f

the rich and pow
erful

NORA. MANN
indignant protests from the slavewomen

o
f

our time, leads to freedom.

The keynote o
f

the position o
f wo

man in the Georgian and early Victor
ian age can be summed up concisely in

one word—submission. Submission to

the laws and decrees o
f

man. Woman's
duty was laid down in the rules o

f

that
age very precisely. And her foremost
duty was to curtsey to the opinions o

f

every man she met.
Mary Woolstonecraft refused to obey
the laws o

f

her age, o
r

to curtsey a
s

she was bidden. The revolutionary idea

o
f

woman's economic emancipation

came most vividly before her, and this
idea constituted the great dynamic o

f

her pungent campaign and breathes
through every page o

f

“The Vindica
tion o

f

the Rights o
f

Woman.” She did
not see life as her contemporaries saw

it
.

The movement she initiated directly
concerns more than half of the human
race and indirectly has a limitless effect
on the other half. She saw the facts

o
f

woman's suppression throughout the
ages. Down the corridors o

f time,
echoes o

f

the crushed, stunted lives of
millions of her sex, reached her ears.
Yet what wrung her heart with merci
less cruelty was the tangle o

f

difficul
ties which surrounded the woman of
the working class. It drove her to an
swer back in burning hot words which
made the world listen to the voice o

f
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a woman as it had never listened before.
It impelled her to discover a manner
in which a working woman could be
eome economically independent with
out submitting herself to the immoral
and degrading serfdom of a marriage

contract or to the open wage slavery

of an employer who offered outrageous
terms.

Perhaps the most vital principle on
which Mary Woolstonecraft acted
throughout her life was rebellion
against all established authorities. She
refused positively to go on her knees
to the cheap gods of her age. “No Gods,
No Masters” rang out in clarion cries
above the tempests of her storm-tossed
life. Hers was that romantic spirit of
audacity which had produced the

French Revolution, as it had produced
many lesser ones, and is now making
the Social Revolution. In her little
book on “Thoughts on the Education
of Daughters” this spirit takes form as
she writes “I am sick of hearing of the
sublimity of Milton, the elegance and
harmony of Pope, and the original, un
taught genius of Shakespeare. These
cursory remarks are made by some who
know nothing of nature.”
Her knowledge of the then economic
subjection of woman is clearly ex
pressed in the remark “The few trades
that are left are now gradually falling

into the hands of men, and certainly
they are not very respectable.” Her
famous “Vindication” is only an ampli
fication of sentences such as these.
The chapter on “Love” is perhaps
the most illuminating of all. It reveals
Mary as a woman who knew she had
to keep a close guard on her sexual
emotions, within the limits which her
intellect would approve. Again and
again she writes words which can only
mean that sexual love was often an

unruly visitor in her being.

In 1787 Mary Woolstonecraft became
governess to the daughters of an aris
tocrat—Lady Kingsborough. A letter
dated October 30th, 1877, written from
The Castle, Mitchelstown, Ireland, con
tains the following: “There was such
a solemn kind of stupidity about this
place as froze my blood. . . . Lady K
is a shrewd, clever woman, a great
talker. . . . I have seen half a dozen
of her companions, I mean not her
children, but her dogs. . . . A fine lady
is a new species to me of animal.”
At times she suffered intensely. Per
iods of acute morbidness, of “sorrow
and unavailing tears” continued at in
tervals throughout her life. In the
subtle union of supreme sanity with a
high ennobling life-purpose there is al
ways a strain of the abnormal. Yet it
is only such a woman who can make
life supremely interesting for herself.
She was in revolt against every es
sential element of the social basis of
unobocratie society. Writing again

"rom Ireland she says: “Confined to

the society of silly females, I have no
special converse, and their boisterous
spirits and unmeaning laughter exhaust
me. . . .” A woman of genius and of
soul was chafing her heart out because

she had been thrown in a blind alley.

The same year, writing to her future
publisher, Johnson, she says:– “Every
obligation we receive from our fellow
creatures is a new shackle, takes from

our freedom, debases the mind and
makes us mere earth-worms.”

When Edmund Burke, whose mind

had become unhinged by the swift jus.
tice of events in France, attacked the
principles of the French Revolution,
every nerve in the body of Mary Wool
stonecraft tingled with indignation.
She was the first in the field with a re
ply and her “Vindication of the Rights

of Man” not only made a stir in the
political and literary world, but crown
ed her with fame. She dashed at her

opponent with the vitriolic rush of a
cavalry charger and her sentences
flashed and gleamed like a sword blade

in the hands of a practiced duellist.
Her reply to the narrow yet brilliant
class-pleading of Edmund Burke was a
passionate assertion of the claims of all
humanity against the tyranny of the
few, and proves conclusively that Mary

Woolstonecraft was no haggler for sex
rights alone, but based her creed on the
broad basis of the championship of man
kind. Here are two utterances which
would in our time be dubbed anarchism

or I. W. W.'ism. “The demon of
property has ever been at hand to en
croach on the sacred rights of man”. . .
“Security of Property! Behold, in a
few words, the definition of English
liberty. . .” She turned on Burke,
(who had seen Marie Antoinette in
Paris, and, in a childish mood, built up

a political and philosophical theory on
the memory of a pretty face,) and
called him roundly a sentimentalist.
“Your tears are reserved for the declar
ations of the Theatre or for the down
fall of queens . . . But the distress
of the many and the hungry cry of help

less babes are vulgar sorrows that could

not move your commiseration.”

While she was earning her own living

as literary secretary and reader to
Johnson, the germs of revolt had been
fructifying in her humdrum and hard
working existence. The success of her
attack on Burke brought a sudden
change in her life. It introduced her
to a circle of revolutionaries and a few
dilletante radicals and opened the doors

of self expression. It caused her to
complete the vindication of humanity
by writing the most famous work of
her life “The Windication of the Rights

of Woman.” Though Mary enjoyed

the society and intercourse of men,
though she was lovely in person she
ealled them tyrants over women, as in
deed they were. Paradoxical though it
may seem, her famous book is in reality

an attack on women. Hers was not a

sex plea, but a plea to abolish sex as a
dividing line in all social affairs. She
made the passionate demand that sex

should be obliterated by the larger
claim of woman to be considered as a

human being. All those seductive gal
lantries on the part of men to women,

the bowing and bending, the “chival
ry” and “privileges” were to Mary
Woolstonecraft terribly deceptive, hid
ing under their surface the rules and
degradation of prison life. In the
place of courtesies she demanded rights

—the rights of a human being.

As to the sex problem, it is difficult
to find a hard and fast or precise theory
in the “Vindication of Woman.” She

herself was a rebel against conventional
opinion, and her morals would hardly

meet with the approval of a Comstock
or stand the strain of authorized Sun
day School teaching. In the indulgence

of sex passion she was a utilitarian,
sometimes a varietist, sometimes a strict
monogamist. Yet she was always the
sufferer. Always pure and clean-mind
ed, she loved her loves with the love
that was born of the soul and not of the
senses.

Her own views were probably not de
termined on this question and she wise
ly refused to dogmatize, leaving the
problem to be worked out on the princi
ple that the fitter would survive. She
endeavored to put the sex passion in
its place as a secondary and rather un
important side-issue of a woman's life.
But, it must be admitted, her own life
was in contradiction to this theory.

The element of sexual passion was a
substantial element of her life. The
broad-minded Mary who wrote the
“Windication of Woman” became in
her sex loves, a love-sick and often hys
terical woman.

The “Vindication of Woman” is a
landmark in the history of human
progress and constitutes a monument
of thought. Though hers was a voice
crying in the wilderness, the widespread
woman's movement of to-day is suffi
cient evidence and justification for her
rebellion and her criticisms. She was

a leader in her day, though unrecog

nized and paved the way for that great
er freedom which is to come.

She always insisted on the economic
independence of woman. “Woman
must not be dependent on her husband's
bounty for subsistence or support.” In
her the fire of the rebel was tempered

by the fine analysis of the thinker.
That is the main reason why she was a
great woman.
Mary Woolstonecraft died on Sep
tember 10th, 1791, in giving birth to
Mary Godwin–the Mary Shelley that
was to be. She passed away with a
touch of that calm, worldly indifference
which so strangely lay beneath all the
passionate energy of her rebellious na
ture.
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CLEOPATRA

I have no right of rights. I have no
right to demand rights. I am not the
weak to ask protection. I am not a
man to desire freedom.

I am the Master of all. I am the
daughter of strength. I am the dawn
of Life. I am I.
Ye all! Ye men! Ye time! Ye His
tory! Ye wisdom | Ye right! Ye
wrong! All ye, fight, demand, con
struct, condemn, conspire I All ye con
spire to condemn the rebel. Conspire
to destroy the life of the living, for it
is the only way to hide your own
shame. Ye men, conspire to condemn
the great I, for it is the only way to
justify your own weakness.
I have no right to demand rights! I
have no desires to be free! I have no
feeling to be the master of men! I have
no right for rights! For I have all
rights! I take all rights!
I have no desire to be free, for I am
free. I have no rights of rights for I
create all rights. I have no feeling to
be the master of men, for I am the
master of all.

I am Cleopatra.
O Gº O O. O.

Cleopatra was born in Egypt 69 B.C.
Her father Ptolemaios the Avlitis saw
her will power, and decided that she
should reign with her youngest brother
after his death. So he engaged her to
her brother Ptolemaios the XII. Cleo
patra when 17 years of age was leading
the world of men. She was the ruler
of all Egypt.
Every man under similar circumstan
res will be glad in order to keep the
leadership of men to marry any girl.

Men are always weak. Their strength
is not a feeling, it is accidental, it is
eo-operative. Men claim they rule by

reason notwithstanding that they are

not sincere to themselves. But Cleopa
tra could not be false to herself. She
did not love the one her father picked
for her. She did not have to love on
account of her condition and she de
eided to reign herself alone.

The council to her throne, feeling
that she was to strong, and therefore
dangerous to them, conspired against

her and they heralded the Downfall of
the Woman by proclaiming her brother
as their ruler.
I wonder how many men can have
Cleopatra's courage? The world of
men has always been a mass of weak
ness. When a man faces his downfall
he is ready to beg or to compromise,
hoping for a chance to conspire in order
to gain his point. But Cleopatra the
Great did not know what compromising

means. No person knows how to com
promise when that person feels his su
periority. So, after three years from
her downfall (45 B. C.) Cleopatra be
eomes the Land Lord of all Egypt. Why

not the land lord? Was she not the
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King of strength? Then we see Ceasar
and afterwards Anthony under her mas
terful leadership. The great men of
mankind received orders from the

Great Rebel. Then we see Cleopatra
leading in the naval battle of Akteon
with 60 ships in command.
Then we see the downfall of An
thony in Syria. And Cleopatra failing

to come to an understanding with Oe
tabius in order to escape degradation,
kills herself with a poisonous snake
(30 B.C.).
Cleopatra, feeling she was condemned

as an outcast by the shameful society

of morals and deceit, ended her life.
Right there to me begins a new world.
The world of Will, the World of Free
dom. Y.

AT VERSAILLES
BEWARE OF FLATTERERS. In
the struggle for freedom women will
more and more face the situation where

the enemy will try to win them over by
flattery, by appeals to their beauty,
their grace, their intellects, their
charms. Here were women who would

not be content with promises. Though
their emissaries were content with flat
tery, they were made to retrace their
steps and bring back more tangible
proofs from “his majesty”.
“Behold however, the twelve she
deputies return from the chateau, ra
diant with joy, shouting “Life to the
King and his house.” Apparently the
news are good, mesdames. News of the
best! Five of us were admitted to the
internal splendors of the royal pres
ence. This slim damsel, Loison Cha

bray, worker in sculptor, age only
seventeen, as being of the best looks
and address; her we appointed speaker.

On whom, and indeed upon all of us
His Majesty looked nothing but gra
eiousness. Nay, when Loison, addres
sing him, was like to faint, he took her
in his royal arms and said gallantly
“It is well worth while.” Consider, O
women, what a king! His words were
a comfort and that only; there shall be
provisions sent to Paris, if provision is
in the world, grains shall circulate
freely as air, millers shall grind or
worse, while their millstones endure
and nothing shall be left wrong which
a restorer of French liberty ean right.
Good news these, but to wet Menads
all too ineredible! There seems ne
proof then? Words of eomfort—they

are words only, which will feed noth
ing. O miserable people betrayed by
aristocrats, who eorrupt the very mes
sengers! In his royal arms Mademois
elle Loison? In his arms! Thou
shameless minx, worthy of a name—that
shall be nameless! Yes, thy skin is
soft; ours is rough with hardship, and
well wetted, waiting in the rain. No
children hast thou hungry at home,
only alabaster dolls that weep not. The
traitores! To the lanterne! And so
poor Loison Chabray, no asserveration

or shrieks availing her, fair slim dam
sel, late in the arms of royalty, has a
garter round her neck, and furiband
amazons at each end, is about to perish

so—when two bodyguards gallop in
dignantly dissipating, and rescue her.
The miscredited twelve hasten back to
the chateau for an answer in writing.”

(Carlyle's French Revolution.)

H. W. W. PRLEAMBLE
The working class and the employing class have nothing in common. There

can be no peace so long as hunger and want are found among millions of the
working people and the few, who make up the employing class, have all the
good things of life.
Between these two classes a struggle must go on until the workers of the

world organize as a class, take possession of the earth and the machinery of
production, and abolish the wage system.

We find that the centering of the management of industries into, fewer
and fewer hands makes the trade unions unable to cope with the ever-grow
ing power of the employing class. The trade unions foster a state of affairs
which allows one set of workers to be pitted against another set of workers
in the same industry, theregy helping defeat one another in wage wars. More
over, the trade unions aid the employing class to mislead the workers into

the belief that the working class have interests in common with their employ
erº.

These conditions can be changed, and the interest of the working class up
held only by an organization formed in such a way that all its members in any
one industry, or in all industries if necessary, cease work whenever a strike or
lockout is on in any department thereof, thus making an injury to one an in
jury to all.
Instead of the conservative motto,”“A fair day's wages for a fair day's

work,” we must inscribe on our banner the revolutionary watchword, “Abo
lition of the wage system.”
It is the historic mission of the working class to do away with capitalism.

The army of production must be organized, not only for the every-day strugg
le with eapitalists, but also to earry on production when capitalism shall have
been overthrown. By organising industrially we are forming the structure of
the new society within the shell of the old.
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WORRING WOMAN
Baild u

p

within Yourself a conscious
ºating Character Against A

ll Things
Which Easlave You.

WHY THE WOMAN
R&BEL, 2

Because I believe that deep down in

woman's nature lies slumbering the
spirit of revolt.
Because I believe that woman is en
slaved b

y

the world machine, b
y

sex

convenions, by motherhood and its

present necessary child-rearing, by

wage-slavery, by middle-class morality,

b
y

eastoms, laws and superstitions.

Because I believe that woman's free
dom depends upon awakening that

*pirit o
f revolt within her against these

things which enslave her.

Because I believe that these things
which enslave woman must b

e fought

openly, fearlessly, consciously.

Because I believe she must conscious

y disturb and destroy and b
e

fearless

in its accomplishment.

Beeause I believe in freedom, ereated

Beeaume I believe in the offspring o
f

the immigrant, the great majority o
f

whom make up the unorganized work
ing elass to-day.

Beeause I believe that this immi
grant with a vision, an ideal o

f
a new

world where liberty, freedom, kindness,

plenty hold sway, who had eourage t
o

leave the eertain old for the uneertain

new to face a strange new people, new
habits, a strange language, for this
vision, this ideal, eertainly has brought

to this eountry a wholesome spirit o
f

unrest which this generation o
f

Ameri

eans has lost through a few generations

o
f prosperity and respectability.

Beeause I believe that on the eourage,
vision and idealism o

f

the immigrant

and the offspring does the industrial

revolution depend.

Beeause I believe that through the
efforts of the industrial revolution will

woman's freedom emerge.

Beeause I believe that not until wage
slavery is abolished ean either woman's

or man's freedom be fully attained.
Beeause I have six months’ time to
devote to arousing this slumbered
spirit in the working woman, and if

within this time I shall have succeeded

in arousing my own laggard self I

shall have succeeded sufficiently to con

tinue this paper until all the slumbered
spirits have awakened to its assistance
or its destruction.

THE PREVENTION OF CONCEPTION

Is there any reason why women
should not receive clean, harmless, sci

entific knowledge o
n how to prevent

conception? Everybody is aware that

the old, stupid fallacy that such know
ledge will cause a girl to enter into
prostitution has long been shattered.

Seldom does a prostitute become preg

mant. Seldom does the girl practicing

promiscuity become pregnant. The

woman o
f

the upper middle class have

all available knowledge and implements

to prevent conception. The woman o
f

the lower middle class is struggling for

this knowledge. She tries various

methods o
f prevention, and after a few

years o
f experience plus medical advice

succeeds in discovering some method
suitable to her individual self. The

woman o
f

the people is the only one

left in ignorance o
f

this information.

Her neighbors, relatives and friends

tell her stories o
f special devices and

the success o
f

them all. They tell her

also o
f

the blood-sucking men with

M. D
.

after their names who perform

operations for the price o
f so-and-so.

But the working woman's purse is

thin. Its far cheaper to have a baby,

“though God knows what it will do

after it gets here.” Then, too, all other

classes o
f

women live in places where

there is a
t

least a memblance o
f privacy

and sanitation. It is easier for them to

care for themselves whereas the large

majority o
f

the women o
f

the people

have no bathing o
r sanitary conven

iences. This accounts too for the fact

that the higher the standard o
f living,

the more care can be taken and fewer

children result. No plagues, faminea

o
r

wars could ever frighten the capi

talist class so much as the universal

practice o
f

the prevention o
f concep

tion. On the other hand no better

method could b
e

utilized for increasing

the wages o
f

the workers.

As is well known, a law exists for
bidding the imparting o

f

information

on this subject, the penalty being sev

eral years' imprisonment. Is it not time

to defy this law? And what fitter
place could b

e

found than in the pages

of the WOMAN REBEL.1

PALT AND PR ºr---
On another page o

f this paper space

will be devoted to the actions and views

o
f

the woman o
f all ages in all walks

o
f life who have rebelled against op

pression and who have fought for their

individual freedom and the emancipa

tion of their sex.

It will be my pleasure to resurrect

their deeds or words and herald them

forth for the woman o
f to-day a
s ex

amples o
f

women who dared to speak

and act in times and under circum

stanees compared to which even the

most outspoken woman o
f to-day seems

quite mild.

A striking comparison o
f

the spirit

o
f
a working woman and that o
f

our

middle class curiosity seekers was vivid

ly shown a
t

the time o
f

the arrest o
f

the 190 unemployed.

Gussie Miller, a working girl inter

ested in the unemployed because she
belonged to them—to their class—re
fused to be left out of the wholesale

arrests for the reason she was a woman.

She insisted that if her fellow workers

were to b
e

arrested because they were

-
hungry and wanted shelter—she being

in the same condition—must share their

Another woman—a well known suf
fragist, also in the church a
t the same

time—was careful to avoid being classed

with the down and outs and quickly

slipped out o
f

the church when she saw

what was going to happen.

Gussie Miller is the type who can

b
e depended upon in the class struggle

—the Rebel type.

WOMAN REBEL, GROUPº

All those interested in the ideas advo.

cated by the WOMAN REBEL, who are
willing to help us spread the propa

ganda towards achieving the freedom

o
f woman, can help materially by form

ing groups for the circulation o
f

the

paper in all industrial centres, large o
r

small. We shall b
e glad to hear from

any desirous o
f taking up this work.

BOO º RECEIVED
Women a

s World Builders, Floyd Dell.
Forbes & Co., Chicago.

L'Education Sexuelles, Jean Marestan.
Generation Consciente, Paris.

Revolutionary Almanac,

Rabelais Press, New York.

A WOMAN’S DUTY

To look the whole world in the face with a go-to-hell

look in the eyes; to have a
n ideal; tospeak and act

in defiance o
f

convention.- - −as:




